fit taste P 


SHARP CONTRAST 
Between 
North and South 
KOREA 


FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Pyongyang, Korea 
1959 


Printed in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


CONTENTS 


Foreword 

1. Democracy and Fascism 

2. A Socialist Paradise on Earth and the Land of Starvation 
a. Industry and Agriculture in North and South Korea 
b. People’s Life 

3. North vs. South in Cultural Life 


FOREWORD 


In recent years, on the international arena capitalism is 
faced with total collapse while socialism is definitely winning 
out. And this process is taking place at a rapid tempo on many 
fronts. 


And such diametrically different phenomena are also clear: 
ly to be seen in Korea which is artificially divided into North 
and South. 


Under the guidance of the Workers’ Party of Korea, in the 
northern part of the country the social system of exploiting 
man by man has been completely done away with, and the 
people are building a socialist paradise. Firmly rallied steel- 
like around the Workers’ Party of Korea, the entire working 
people of the North, with the working class in the van, are 
forging ahead on a winged horse for socialist construction. 


In the short space of time since the war, not only have the 
severe war wounds been healed but the country has been 
transformed into a socialist industrial-agricultural country 
with a self-reliant national industry from a backward agricul- 
tural one. Everyday the Korean people are working wonders in 
building socialism. Material and cultural standards of the peo- 
ple are being raised steadily as the national economy makes 
rapid progress. 

Unlike the North, a land of prosperity and happiness, 
South Korea under U.S. occupation has been turned into a liv- 
ing hell. 


Due to the aggressive policy of U.S. imperialism for the 
past 14 years, the South Korean economy has become banksupt. 
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And ‘he people are suffering from poverty and non-rights un- 
paralieled in the long history of Korea. 

In South Korea the national culture is being trodden upon 
and prostituted. Ignorance and social disorder have hit the 
bottam. 


nn 


1. DEMOCRACY AND FASCISM 


To understand the two diametrically different worlds creat- 
ed in North and South Korea, one has to know the state and 
social systems established in the two parts of Korea. 


Following the Liberation in 1945, in North Korea under the 
guidance of the Workers’ Party of Korea the political apparatus 
of Japanese imperialism was completely uprooted and a peo- 
ple’s power was instituted. And the working people of North 
Korea who had been so long suppressed and exploited under 
colonial rule became genuine masters of the country for the 
first time in the history of Korea. 


The power established in the northern part of the country 
is a new, genuine people’s power. Because, first of all, it is the 
choice of the people through elections based on democratic 
principles and it is answerable to the people. 


As Stipulated in the Constitution, the election system is 
progressive and democratic. 


In the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea every citizen 
over 18 years of age may participate in the elections on the 
basis of universal, direct and equal suffrage by secret ballot, 
irrespective of sex, occupation, religious belief, duration of re- 
sidence, or the status of property or education. Such election 
system makes it possible for the people’s assemblies at all 
levels to represent the interests of the working masses and work 
for the people’s welfare. 
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Premier Kim Il Sung talking with women Depu- 
ties at the First Session of the Second Supreme 
People’s Assembly of the D.P.R.K. elected in 
August 1957 


Therefore, the people in the North exhibit great political 
enthusiasm in elections to people’s assemblies at all levels, 
showing the political, moral unity and invincible power of the 
people who are firmly rallied around the Workers’ Party of 
Korea and the Government of the D.P.R.K. 

In the August 1957 elections of deputies to the Second 
Supreme People’s Assembly, 99.99 per cent of the total electors 
voted and 99,92 per cent of the votes were cast in support of 
the candidates. Then in the February 1959 elections of deputies 
to city, county (or district), ri (or town and workers’ settle- 


7 


ment) people’s assemblies, 99.99 per cent of the electors took 
part and 99.99 per cent of votes were for the candidates. 
Moreover, the true democratic character of the people’s 
power is to be seen in the fact that all the people’s assemblies 
are composed of deputies who are genuine patriots fighting for 
independence, freedom and democratic progress of the country. 
Among the deputies elected to the Second Supreme Peo- 


Citizens of Pyongyang 
celebrating the day of 
election to local peo- 
ple’s assemblies, Feb- 
ruary 28, 1959 (At 
polling station No. 3, 
Central District, 


Pyongyang) 


The demonstration of the Pyongyang citizens in 
celebration of the 14th anniversary of the August 
15 Liberation 


ple’s Assembly are 81 workers, 68 peasants, 60 office workers 
and intellectuals, and 3 businessmen and industrialists. In- 
cluded in the list are many nucleus members of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and ardent patriots headed by Marshal 
Kim Il Sung who had organized and led the anti-Japanese 
partisan movement for 15 years before liberation and who, in 
the post-liberation years, had led most wisely the Korean peo- 
ple to such great victories as they enjoy today in their struggle 
for country’s unification, independence and democratic develop- 
ment. 

The people’s power based on the worker-peasant alliance 
has rallied all the democratic, patriotic forces around the Party 
and Government, inspiring the entire people to exhibit in- 
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exhaustible zeal in construction, and calling upon the entire 
working people to carry out the revolutionary tasks. 

Only under such people’s power was it possible for the 
people to heal the severe wounds of the war and build a soci- 
alist industrial-agricultural country with a self-reliant national 
industry, raising their living and cultural standards rapidly. 

However, the picture is diametrically different in South 
Korea, notwithstanding the fact that the whole of Korea was 
liberated on the same day, August 15, 1945. 

Only fascist terrorism prevails in South Korea, which has 
been converted into a prison for the people. South Korea has 
been reduced to a living hell where destruction and hunger 
reign. These are the evil results of US. occupation of South 
Korea and Syngman Rhee’s reactionary rule. 

The Syngman Rhee regime, an offspring of the U.S. bayo- 
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“Voter's Nerve’, a 
cartoon of the South 
Korean newspaper 
Kyunghyang Shin- 
moon satirizing South 
Korean elections under 
terrosism, _ 

Voter: “Gee, I got 
to vote again. Only 
hope nothing happens 
to me...” 
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nets, composed of a handful of compradors, landlords, pro- 
Japanese and pro-American elements, and national traitors, is 
an anti-popular, traitorous regime. It has no concern whatsoever 
for the welfare of the people. From the very first day when 
Rhee’s regime came into being, there has been an acute con- 
tradiction between the people and the puppet government. The 
South Korean people resolutely reject the regime. The Syng- 
man Rhee regime owes its very existence to the armed forces 
of the U.S., and is becoming more fascistic and desperate in 
its attempt to put off its doomsday. Their “elections” prove 
most illuminative in this respect. 

The “election laws” of South Korea are drawn up in such 
a way as to exclude the working masses from participating in 
the “elections.” 


In Seoul the police drive round to intimidate the people 


I! 


According to Syngman Rhee’s “election law,” one has to 
reside for more than 60 days at one address before the ‘“elec- 
tion day” to be eligible for “voting.” There are now 6,600,000 
unemployed and semi-unemployed wandering about in South 
Korea. So millions of people who are roaming around looking 
for jobs are not eligible to vote. 

Syngman Rhee and his followers set an age limit in the 
“election law” to bar thousands and thousands of working 
young people. 

Furthermore the “electors” are forced to casi their “votes” 
in support of Syngman Rhee under the ferocious eyes of the 
armed police and terrorists. 

Even a U.P. dispatch admitted that on an “election” day 
the people had to show their marked ballot to plain-clothes 
men and the vote counting was done in secret so officials 
might change the votes when they wished to do so. 

Under such “election system,” it is impossible for the 
working masses—tle absolute majority of the South Korean 
population—to put up as their candidate any one who strug- 
gles for the interests of the working masses. 


ss Former Japanese laws: 
Be | el) Wj a} al q) 23 tery sg “Looks like it’s going 
to be my turn now.” 
(From the South Ko- 
rean newspaper Cho- 
sun Ilbo) The cartoon 
| is satirizing the Syng- 
man Rhee regime say- 
ing that it might use 
the laws used by the 
Japanese imperialists 
in Korea 


Seoul people demonstrating against the 
most rabid fascist law, revised “State 
Security Law” 


The Syngman Rheeites set 25 as the age limit for a candi- 
date to the “House of Representatives” while one has to be 35 
years of age at least to be elected to the “House of Council- 
lors.” 

Many fraudulent conditions are inserted in the procedure 
for registering a candidate. A candidate must register within 
ten days since the announcement of the “election” and the re- 
gistration must be accompanied with recommendations bearing 
100 to 200 signatures. Moreover, a candidate must deposit one 
half million hwan with the election commission. 

It is only too clear that it would be utterly impossible for 
the working people who are on the verge of starvation to put 
up a deposit of one half million hwan. 

The reactionary character of the elections by fraud and 
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terrorism in South Korea becomes clearer if one makes a study 
of those who get “elected.” 

“Elections” held on May 2, 1958, set up the present Syng- 
man Rhee’s “National Assembly,” the composition of which is 
as follows: out of the total 233 “elected,” 90 were capitalists 
(38.6 per cent), 29 landlords, (12.5 per cent), 55 government 
officials (23.6 per cent), 39 political brokers (16.8 per cent), 
and terrorist gangs and others. 

There is not a single person who represents the workers or 
peasants. 

Such puppet “National Assembly” spells out the anti- 
popular character of its activities. The “National Assembly” 


Citizens of Seoul demand: “Give us 4 
hop (600 g.) of rice a day!” 
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was made to play a role of “ratifier” of a series of “treaties,” 
“agreements” and “talks” conducted between the U.S. govern- 
ment and South Korea. Among them are the “U.S.-South Korea 
Mutual Defence Pact,” “agreement on establishing U.S. mili- 
tary advisors groups,” “Protocols of the U.S.-South Korea 
talks,” which stipulated the long-term U.S. occupation of South 
Korea, conversion of South Korea into a military base, and 
control over the puppet army. Then there are the “Agreement 
on U.S.-South Korean Economic Aid,” “U.S.-South Korean Ini- 
tial Agreement on Financial and Property Settlement,” “U.S.- 
South Korean Joint Economic Commission,” ‘“U.S.-South Korean 
Amity, Trade, and Navigation Treaty,” and many other trai- 
torous economic agreements giving the U.S. imperialists 1n- 
limited contro] over South Korean economy. The “National As- 
sembly” also adopted many anti-popular, traitorous resolutions 
numbering more than 1,000 including those to oppose the with- 
drawal of U.S. troops from South Korea, demand abroga- 
tion of the armistice agreement and reject the proposals pre- 
sented by the Supreme People’s Assembly and Government of 
the D.P.R.K. for holding negotiations on peaceful unification of 
the country and establishing cultural relations between North 
and South. 

The “National Assembly” also passed some 540 notorious 
“laws” including the new “State Security Law” which even 
the South Korean publications call “a law to butcher the peo- 
ple.” It is a fascist, terrorist law unparalleled in history. Be- 
sides the “State Security Law,’’ many other murderous “laws” 
were adopted for suppressing the democratic rights of the 
people. 

All these facts fully prove that the Syngman Rhee regime 
is only an instrument of the U.S, colonial enslavement and war 
policy. And this is the very cause of the untold suffering of the 
people from poverty and political non-rights. Consequently, the 


15 


people condemn more vehemently the U.S. imperialists and 
Syngman Rhee regime. 

Despite severe suppression and precaution put up by the 
Syngman Rhee clique, in Seoul and several other cities posters 
appeared and handbills and pamphlets were distributed, de- 
ménding “peaceful unification of Korea,” “Go home, Yanks, 
and take your atomic weapons with you,” “Workers and peas- 
ants, unite and rise up.” Strikes and demonstrations are held 
frequently. All this is evidence of the ever-growing anti-U.S. 
and anti-Syngman Rhee feeling in South Korea. 

The more severe becomes the suppression and exploitation 
by the U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rhee clique, the stronger 
erows the opposition and resistance of the people in South 
Korea, who can no longer endure poverty and non-rights un- 
der the Syngman Rhee regime. The U.S. imperialists and 
Syngman Rhee clique feel uneasy. Thus the contradictions be- 
tween the U.S, imperialists and Syngman Rhee clique on the 
one hand and the people on the other are becoming more acute. 
On top of this, discord and contradictions among the ruling 
circles are aggravating the political crisis of the U.S. imperi- 
alists and Syngman Rhee clique. 


2. A SOCIALIST PARADISE ON EARTH AND THE 
LAND OF STARVATION 


a. INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE IN NORTH 
AND SOUTH KOREA 


The comparison of the economic situations of North and 
South Korea will eloquently testify to the superiority of politi- 
cal, social system established in North Korea and clearly show 
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A view of blast furnaces No. 1 and No, 2 of the Kim Chaik 
Tron Works 
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General view of the Koosung Machine-tool Factory constructed 
in August 1959 


the reactionary, anti-popular character of the U.S. imperialists 
aud the puppet Syngman Rhee regime. 

The northern part of the country has become a socialist 
industrial-agricultural country with a self-supporting national 
industry, 

The general line of the economic policy of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea in the post-war years has been the priority de- 
velopment of heavy industry with the simultaneous develop- 
ment of light industry and agriculture, aiming at removing the 
colonial onesidedness which was an evil consequence of the 
notorious Japanese imperialists’ rule, laying the foundation for 
socialist industrialization, and stabilizing and improving the 
people’s living which was deteriorated due to the war. 

The correct economic policy of the Party has been suc- 
cessfully carried out thanks to the burning patriotic zeal of the 
entire working people inspired by the material and technical 
aid from the peoples of the Soviet Union, China and other fra- 
ternal socialist countries. 

Now, the deep scars of war have been completely healed in 
the northern part, and the growing demand for socialist ex- 
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A view of the 
newly built 
Heungnam 
Ammonium 
Nitrate  Fac- 

tory 
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A view of the 
Soopoong 
Hydro - power 

Station 


tended reproduction and the people’s material and cultural 
needs are being basically satisfied. 

The national economy in the North has made long strides 
forward. Proof of this is the rapid growth of industrial and 
agricultural output. 


A view of the February 8 Madong Cement Factory 


Tractors came to the rural village from the 
Kiyang Machine-building Factory 


Growth of Industrial and Agricultural Output 
1946 1949 1953 1956 1957 


Gross industrial 


output value 100 = 337 216 «869615 = 890) 
Gross agricultural 
output value 100 151 115 157 198 


Cotton carding shop of the Pyongyang Textile Mill 


Part of Pyongyang rebuilt on war debris 


Since 1957, the people in the northern part of the country 
have won ever greater successes in socialist construction, 


In 1958, the people, guided by the Party and the Govern- 
ment, carried out a programme of transforming the relations of 
production on socialist lines, and socialist relations of produc- 
tion have become exclusively predominant in our country, 
shooting up productive forces greatly. The gross industrial 
output value in 1958 showed a growth of 40 per cent over 1957. 
During the year of 1958, our industries turned out as much 
products as they did during the post-war Three-Year National 
Economic Plan, and 4 times that in 1949. 


Remarkable changes took place in the industrial structure, 
too. Unlike in the past when it produced only raw materials 
and semi-finished goods, today our heavy industry is a self- 
reliant one with machine-building industry as the backbone. 
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The fuel and power industries have further grown. Various 
heavy machines and equipment, steel and non-ferrous metal 
products, chemical fertilizers, insecticides, cement and other 
things are being produced in large quantities. 


Dwelling houses 
newly built at the 
Wonhwa Agricul- 
tural Co-op, 
Soonchun Coun- 
ty, South Pyong- 
an Province 


Compared with 1946, the major industrial output in 1958 
grew about 2-fold in electricity, 5.4-fold in coal, 128.3-fold in 
pig and granulated iron, 72.4-fold in steel, 24.6-fold in steel 
products, about 3-fold in chemical fertilizers, 12.1-fold in 
cement, about 40-fold in fabrics. In particular, the extreme 
backwardness of light industry, which was an evil legacy of 
Japanese colonialism, has been eliminated. 

Encouraged by the Red Letter sent in September 1958 by 
the Party Central Committee to the entire Party members, our 
working people, displaying unparalleled patriotic devotion and 
inexhaustible enthusiasm, are expanding the achievements won 
so far. Particularly, since the beginning of 1959, record-break- 
ing successes are being registered. 

In industry, by the end of June 1959, the First Five-Year 
Plan (1957-1961) was completed in gross industrial output 
value. 

But the South Korean economy is traversing the road of 
decline and downfall due to the colonial, enslavement policy of 
the U.S. imperialists and the country-selling policy of the 
Syngman Rhee clique. 

The U.S. imperialists, having seized the arteries of the 
South Korean economy, turned it into an appendage to the U.S. 
monopoly capital and converted South Korea into a market 
for their surplus goods, a source for plundering raw materials 
and a place for investment. 

Today, South Korean economy is geared to serve the U.S. 
policy of converting South Korea into a military base, offering 
the strategic raw materials to the U.S. imperialists and provid- 
ing them with a market for dumping their surplus goods. 

As a result, the backward South Korean industry, which 
inherited the aftermath of the Japanese imperialist rule, has 
further deteriorated, and its colonial onesidedness and depen- 
dency worsened. 


24 


The total bankruptcy of the South Korean industry is seen 
‘n the continuous reduction in the rate of operation, decline and 
bankruptcy of enterprises. 

As is admitted even by the U.S. imperialists and the Syng- 
man Rhee clique, South Korean industry remains in the state 
of “pre-capitalist” domestic handicrafts. This is to be observed 
in the extreme fragmentation of industrial enterprises. 


The structural composition of South Korean industrial ent- 
erprises in terms of employees shows that the small, fragmentiz- 
ed enterprises with 1 to 49 employees each comprised 87.5 per 
cent of the total in 1948. But the figure went up to 90.8 per cent 
in 1955. While the number of comparatively large-scale enter- 
prises with more than 200 employees decreased from 2.2 per 
cent to 0.8 per cent during the same period. (South Korean 
Economic Year-Book for 1958.) 


Thus, at present, factories and enterprises with less than 
100 employees accounts for 99 per cent of the entire industrial 
enterprises in South Korea. As the industries shrink, the amount 
of capital investment is also decreasing. Today an average 
amount of capital invested in an industrial enterprise with less 
than 50 employees is equivalent to only one year’s wages of 
three workers put together, (South Korean magazine Sanup: 
kyungje for November 1957) 

This shows that the South Korean industrial enterprises 
belong mainly to domestic handicraft type, lacking in material- 
technical foundation of industry. 


Even these insignificant factories and enterprises cannot op- 
erate properly due to a shortage of raw materials and electricity 
or financial difficulties. Moreover, it is difficult for their products 
to find a market because of the flooding of U.S. surplus goods 
and the constantly declining purchasing power of the pauperiz- 
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ed working people. On top of this, the owners are having a hard 
time due to the excessive taxation imposed by the Syngman Rhee 
clique who are running wild in preparing another war. 

According to a survey of February 1, 1959, made by the 
Hankook Ilbo, two thirds of the 42 various industrial enterpri- 
ses that it had surveyed were operating on reduced schedule or 
suspended operation. And the rest, too, were in a state of a 
stagnation due to financial difficulties, dull market or shortage 
of raw materials. (Hankook Ilbo, February 2, 1959.) The same 
survey revealed that as of the end of January 1959, 44.2 per 
cent of textile factories in South Korea accounting for 41 per 
cent of the gross output value of the manufacturing industry, 
had either completely closed down or operated on a part time. 
And 41.6 per cent of enterprises in the field of chemical industry, 
which occupies the second place in terms of industrial produc- 
tion in South Korea, was suspending or reducing operation, and 
75.8 per cent of the rubber factories, the mainstay of the chemic- 
al industry, was completely closed down, with only 12 per cent 
of the factories operating regularly. 


The South Korean heavy industry only produces nails, some 
aluminium products, electric bulbs, sockets and so on. 58.1 per 
cent of the total machine-building and metal-working factories 
have suspended or reduced operation, and the rest is engaged in 
repairing vehicles importea from the U.S. and making accessory 
parts for them. 

In short, the whole industry in South Korea is crumbling. 
A few figures will be sufficient to prove the fact. 


The number of factories as of the end of 1957 showed a 
decrease of 22 per cent as against that at the end of December 
1954, and 24 per cent compared with October 1955, (Jaijung 
No. 7, 1958, and Sanupkyungje Shinmoon, March 7, 1957) 

In the northern part of the country, a great number of fac- 
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Gross Industrial Output in North Gross Grain Harvest 


Korea in North Korea 
4.3 times: 
2.9 times 
about. 
2 times 
L851 
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Ratio between Industry and Agri- Of the Total Industrial 
culture in Output in North Korea Output Value 
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tories and plants have been newly built, reconstructed or ex- 
panded since the truce. And over 1,000 local factories were 
newly built only in two or three months after June 1958 when 
the Plenum of the C.C. of the Workers’ Party of Korea called 
for the development of local industries. But in South Korea, 
according to the data released by the “Daihan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry,” over 4,000 medium- and small-size 
factories have gone bankrupt since the cease-fire. 


Even those factories now under operation are completely 
dependent on the U.S. monopolists and the comprador capital- 
ists for funds and raw materials, It is estimated that 70 per 
cent of the total capital invested in the South Korean enter- 
prises is borrowed from usurers and other sources. For instance, 
82 per cent of the total funds for the chemical industry is the 


Most of the factories in South Korea look like thts 
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money borrowed at the monthly interest rate of 20-30 per cent. 
(Jaijung No. 6, 1958) 

The cotton textile and food industries which hold nearly 70 
per cent of the South Korean industry depend entirely 
upon the U.S. surplus agricultural produce for raw materials. 
95 per cent of the necessary raw cotton and 100 per cent of 
wheat needed are imported from the U.S., and 84.3 per cent of 
machinery and equipment, 86.4 per cent of the other raw materi- 
als and semi-finished goods come from the U.S. (Sanupkyungje 
Shinmoon, May 17, 1958) 


The industrial output value in South Korea has been cut 
down by about 40 per cent compared with the closing days of 
the Japanese rule. And the volume of industrial goods imported 
is increasing every year. 


According to an official announcement of the puppet re- 
gime, South Korea imported 35.3 per cent of industrial goods 
in 1951, and the figure rose to 59.9 per cent in 1952, to 
72.8 per cent in 1954, and to 83.7 per cent in 1958. (Jaijung, 
No. 7, 1956, and Sanupkyungje Shinmoon, May 17, 1958) 


The ruin of industry has inevitably aggravated the colonial 
onesidedness of the South Korean economy. The South Korean 
economy has come to depend more upon the backward agricul- 
ture. The proportion of industrial output value in the “gross 
national production” in South Korea was 39 per cent in 1940. 
But the figure shrank to 18.2 per cent in 1954, to 17.2 per cent 
in 1956, and to 15.4 per cent in 1957, (Source: Monthly Statist- 
ics, No. 2, 1955, published by the Bank of Korea, Economic 
Year-Book for 1956, Jaijung, No. 5, 1958.) 


The comparative and absolute decrease of industrial out- 
put in South Korea makes the imbalance between industry and 
agriculture ever greater. 


29 


Proportion of Industry and Agriculture of North 
and South Korea 


1946 1949 1956 1957 


Gross industrial and 


agricultural output 100 100 100 100 
value 

Industry 28.2 46.7 60.1 63.4 

North Korea | Agriculture 71.8 53.3 39.9 36.6 

Industry — — 29.0 25.7 

South Korea | Agriculture — — 71.0 74.3 


As mentioned above, the northern part of the country has 
become an advanced industrial-agricultural country with a self- 
supporting national industry, already surpassing Japan, the 
most advanced in Asia, in the per capita output of major indus- 
trial goods. 


Per Capita Output of Major Industrial Goods in North and 
South Korea 


South Korea North Korea 
Within the 
1957 1957 1958 next 6-7 
years 
Electricity (kwh) 59.7 690.8 763.1 2,000 
Coal (kg) 110.1 498.4 688.2 2,500 
Pig iron (kg) 0 33.0 39.3 400 
Steel (kg) 0.8 27.7 36.5 300-350 


30 


Cement (kg) 4,1 89.4 124.4 500 
Chemical fertilizers (kg) 0.4 32.3 45.7 150-200 
Fabrics (m) 5.9 91 11 50 


Striking contrast is to be noted in agriculture of North and 
South Korea, too. 


In the North, socialist co-operativization has been complet- 
ed, doing away once and for all with the source of poverty and 
exploitation, and the material and technical foundation for agri- 
culture has been consolidated bringing about a rapid increase of 
agricultural production and a speedy enhancement of the peas- 
ants’ material and cultural standards. 


In 1958, despite a long drought, 3,700,000 tons of grain were 
harvested in the North, about twofold compared with 1946, The 
northern part, once a provisions-short area with sterile land. 
has been turned into a food-surplus area where the living 
standards of the peasants have been stepped up to that of the 
middle peasants or higher. 


Today the entire peasants in the North have risen up for 
the completion of the tasks put forward by the Party — irriga- 
tion, electrification and mechanization of agriculture. They are 
strenuously striving to equip agriculture with modern techni- 
que and make rural villages more prosperous and cultural by 
realizing the technical and cultural revolutions. 


The peasants and workers who had risen up for the carry- 
ing out of the militant task to complete irrigation set by the 
September 1958 Plenum of the C.C. of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea cut through mountains and dammed up rivers to build 
irrigation facilities, bringing 377,000 more jungbo of land under 
irrigation by the end of June 1959. As a result, the total area 
under irrigation in the North reached over 800,000 jungbo. 

The countryside in the North became an area knowing 
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Wheat harvest at 
the Hwagok Agri- 
cultural Co-op in 
Suheung County, 
North Hwanghai 

Province j 


aie BEET) 


lus gE 


¢ Life-giving water is flowing along the «rigation 
canal in the North 


Vast stretches of paddy fields are carpeted with 
rice at Bong-ui Agricultural Co-op, Bongsan 


County, North Hwanghai Province | 


Cows grazing at the 
Pyongyang Farm 


A fine apple crop at the State Eunryool Orchard 
in South Hwanghai Province 


neither drought nor crop failure from which the peasants had 
long suffered. 


Considerable achievements have been registered in the 
struggle for electrification and mechanization, too. Medium- 
and small-scale power stations have been built everywhere in 
the country, and electricity reaches even the remote mountain 
villages and is used for mechanizing the field work. During the 
five years since the truce, the number of tractors increased 4 
times (in terms of 15 h.p.) and the volume of work done by 
tractors 12 times. In the coming 4 or 5 years, at least 30,000- 
35,000 tractors and 25,000-30, 


000 trucks besides other farm Average Incomes Per Peas- 
machines will be sent to the ant Household in the 
countryside. D.P.R.K. 


On the contrary, rural eco- 
nomy in South Korea is in a 
hopeless state. Deterioration 
of the South Korean rural 
economy is seen in the con- 
stant decrease of the acreage 
of arable land, too. In 1958, 
the acreage of arable land in 
South Korea showed a de- 
crease of over 210,000 jungbo 
compared with 1944, of which 100,000 jungbo were expropriated 
for military use by the U.S. imperialist army. Decrease of the 
sown area is far greater. In 1957, the sown area was 600,000 
jungbo less than the average annual sown area of the last 
five years of the Japanese rule. (Jaijung, No. 1, 1958) Con- 
sequently, the average acreage of arable land per household 
decreased from 1.07 jungbo in 1945 to 0.915 jungbo in 1958, 
bringing about further fragmentization of farming. And the 
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plundering agricultural policy has made the century- -old back- 
wardness of agriculture in South Korea go from bad to worse 
during the past 14 years of U.S. occupation. Today in South 
Korea, farming is done by the same primitive methods as in 
the Middle Ages. 

The same is true of irrigation. Irrigation of the non-paddy 
fields, which has been widely introduced in the North, is un- 
imaginable in South Korea. In the South. out of the total paddy 
fields, only 37.2 per cent is un- 
der irrigation, and the rest re- 
mains unirrigated or rain-de- 
pendent. (South Korean monthly 
Peasants’ Life, No. 5 and No. 6, 
1958) 

While the agricultural pro- 
duction is rapidly increasing in 
the North thanks to the intro- 
duction of intensive farming, it 
is decreasing in the South. The 
per-unit-area output of rice, 
barley and wheat in 1956 was 
nearly 30 per cent less than in 
1937. (Monthly Statistics, No. 2, 
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1958, published by the Bank of Korea and Korean Economic 
Report for 1948.) 


Fragmentization of farming, century-old backwardness of 
agriculture, and decrease of per-unit-area output in addition to 
the merciless plunder which does not allow even simple repro- 
duction have brought about the complete bankruptcy of the 
South Korean rural economy. The decrease of agricultural pro- 
duction is eloquent proof of this. 


The average annual grain output in the past five years was 
34 per cent less than that in the closing days of the Japanese im- 
perialists’ rule. Take dry field crops for example. Compared 
with the annual average output in the years from 1936 to 1940 
under the Japanese rule, the output of barley and: wheat, beans, 
and autumn coarse grains in 1958 dropped to 66.2, 60 and 46 
per cent respectively. The cotton output in 1957 was only 23 
per cent of the annual average output in the period from 1940 
to 1944, and in 1958 it decreased by over 4,470,000 keun (one 
keun is equal to 600 grams) compared with the previous year. 

The sharp decrease of grain output has turned South Ko- 
rea, once the country’s granary, into a grain-deficient area. 
The shortage of grain is worsening year after year. 


According to the South Korean journals Sasangkye, No. 4 
of 1958, and Jaijung, No. 5 of 1958, there was a_ shortage of 
468,000 suk of food grain in 1949, and 1,958,000 suk in 1952. 
The shortage, the same journals reported, became more acute 
in the following years: 2,096,000 suk was short in 1956, and 
6,397,000 suk in 1957. 


The decline in agricultural production and the resultant 
grain famine are the consequences of the colonial enslavement 
policy of the U.S. imperialists who have turned South Korea 
into a dumping ground for their surplus goods. 
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b. PEOPLE’S LIFE 


Sharp contrast between North Korea and South Korea in 
the economic field is reflected in the people’s living. 

In the North, material and cultural standards of the peo- 
ple have sharply risen thanks to the policy of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and the Government of the Republic which 
regard the steady improvement of the people’s living as the 
supreme principle governing their activities and to the tremend- 
ous achievements in industrial and agricultural production. 

In 1957, the national income in the North grew more than 
4 times compared with the post-liberation year of 1946, or ap- 
proximately doubled that in the pre-war year of 1949. In 1957, it 
was 187 per cent higher than in 1953, the year of ceasefire in Ko- 
rea, and in 1958 about 1.3 times as high as in 1957 in compara- 
ble prices. 

Monetary wages of factory and office workers have grown 
unprecedentedly fast, In 1957, monetary wages were 126 per cent 
higher than in 1953, and 136 per cent higher than in the pre-war 
year of 1949. 

In 1958, monetary wages showed an increase of 8 per cent 
over those in 1957, and in the first half of 1959 monetary wages 
were on the average 43 per cent higher than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1958. 

Monetary wages have thus increased year after year, while 
prices of commodities have kept going down. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the 
Republic have cut the state retail prices on seven occasions in 
the post-war period. 

Compared with 1953, price index of retail goods fell by 38 
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In a worker’s home in the North 


per cent in 1954, by 47 per cent in 1955 and by 54 per cent in 


1957. 


As a result, in 1954 real wages of factory and office workers 
were 84 per cent higher than in 1953, and in 1955 their real 
wages showed ancther increase of 25 per cent over those in 
1954. Thus, real wages of factory and office workers more than 
doubled in two years. By the end of 1957, real wages of factory 


Wages and Prices in the D.P.R.K. 


and office workers had 
far exceeded the level 
of the pre-war year 
1949. In 1958, real 
wages were 13 per 
cent higher than in 
1957, or 1.6 times as 
high as in 1949, Av- 
erage wages of fac- 
tory and office work- 
ers rose by 40 per cent 
from January 1, 1959, 
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Working people in the 
North enjoying their va- 
cation at the Songdan 
Rest Home 


Miserable life of a 
worker’s family in South 
Korea (Frem Japanese 
monthly Sekai) 


In 1958, government expenditure for social and _ cultural 
services was 39 per cent greater than in 1957. 

The social and cultural funds are expended for social in- 
surance, social security, free education and for accommodation 
of working people in  sanatoria and rest homes, and for free 
medical service to the population. 

In 1958 alone, dwelling houses with a total floor space of 
2,240,000 square metres were built for the factory and office 
workers. 

In the North, there is no longer any poor peasants. Living 
standards of all peasants have reached those of middle peasants 
or higher. 

In 1958, each co-op household received 5 per cent more grain 
than in 1957, 15 per cent more potatoes and 49 per cent more 
cash. 

By 1958, agricultural co-ops had accumulated about 68,600 
million won worth of commonly-owned property, averaging 
65,000 won (old currency) for each co-op household. 


The Proportion of Taxes 

in the D.P.R.K. Budget- 

ary Revenue (in per- 
centages) 


1999 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 


What then is the situation of the South Korean people? 
Their situation stands in sharp contrast to the situation of 
the people in the North, 
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The colonial enslavement poiicy of the U.S. imperialists 
and the traitorous policy of the Syngman Rhee clique have 
reduced the life of the South Korean people to the lowest level. 

The data on the national income published by the puppet 
South Korean authorities, though heavily doctored, testify fully 
to the ever worsening living conditions of the South Korean 
people. 

In 1957, the national income in South Korea was, when the 
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changes in price index are taken into consideration, 7 per cent 
lower than in 1953. In 1958, the national income showed a 
decrease of 21,200 million hwan in absolute value. (South Ko- 
rean Economic Year-Book, 1958). 

The shrinkage in the national income has naturally result- 
ed in the fall of real incomes of working people and the ruins 
of the people’s life. 


Crowds of the 
unemployed in 
South Korea 
(From Tonga 
Ilbo) 


The homeless, foodless peasant families in South 
Korea spend the night without shelter (From u 
South Korean pictorial Hankook) 


South Korean workers are paid starvation wages. Their no- 
minal wages never exceed one-third of the minimum living 
cost. Heavy exactions and sundry levies and the soaring prices 
cause systematic fall in the real incomes of the working people. 


According to the South Korean Economic Year-Book for 
1958 and Monthly Statistics of the Bank of Korea, No. 2 of 1959, 
in 1955 average monthly wages of workers in the manufactur- 
ing industry in Seoul were 43 per cent of their average monthly 
living cost, and the percentage further went down in the follow- 
ing years: 41 per cent in 1956, and 38 per cent in 1957. 
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At the end of 1958, according to the Monthly Statistics of 
the Bank of Korea, No. 2 of 1959, monetary wages of workers 
were 6 per cent lower than in December 1957, while the price 
index of retail goods jumped by 7.3 per cent during the same 
period. This is proof of the ever aggravaling dwindle in the 
real incomes of the South Korean working people. 


In South Korea, prices of commodities are soaring at such 
a rate as never seen in other lands of the world. In December 
1958 retail prices in Seoul were 40,000 times as high as in 
June 1945, two months before the liberation, or 4 times higher 
than in 1953, the year of ceasefire in Korea. 


What is still worse, such murderous starvation wages are 
not regularly paid, being held in arrears for 3-4 months and 
even for more than a year. 


According to the recent reports of the South Korean news 
agencies, wages in arrears in 29 “enterprises under the direct 
control” of the puppet Syngman Rhee regime amount to 7,400 
million hwan. 

Since the workers who are lucky to be on the pay-roll are 
in such situation, it is not difficult to imagine how the 6,600,000 
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1957) 


unemployed and semi-unemployed are faring. Yet the South 
Korean puppet authorities have failed to take any measures to 
relieve the jobless people who are in a wretched situation. 

Peasants who make up 70 per cent of the population in 
South Korea are also hard hit. Now peasants are the main 
object of exploitation by the puppet Syngman Rhee regime. 
There are no less than 51 different kinds of taxes imposed 
upon the peasants in accordance with laws. On top of that, 
landlords and usurers are ruthlessly bleeding the peasants 
white. 

Real incomes of South Korean peasants in 1958 were less 
than one-third of those in 1936, when the Korean peasants were 
subjected to the onerous exploitation by the Japanese imperial- 
ists. (Monthly Statistics of the Bank of Korea, No. 2, 1959) 

Such being the situation, in South Korea 700,000 peas- 
ant households run out of food every year soon after the 
autumn harvest, and foodless peasants are barely subsisting 
on grass root and tree bark. In the lean spring season, foodless 
peasant households increase to more than one million. 

More and more peasants are driven from their homes by 
hunger and tramp the country. 


By the autumn of 1958, South Korean news agency Sekye 
Tongshin reported on September 10, 1958 that 400,000 peasant 
households, or 18 per cent of the total peasant households in 
South Korea, had been driven from their homes by hunger. 
Medium and small enterprisers of South Korea are also going 
bankrupt, due to the U.S. imperialists’ policy for ruining the 
national economy and the heavy exactions by the Syngman 
Rhee clique. Even according to the official data released by the 
puppet South Korean regime, more than 2,500 medium and 
small enterprisers went bankrupt in the two years from Novem- 
ber 1955 to December 1957. 
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In the period from July 1953, when hostilities ceased in 
Korea, to 1955, South Korean paper Chosun Ilbo (Jan. 8, 1956) 
reported, more than 120,000 middle and small tradesmen went 
bankrupt, swelling the huge army of unemployed. 

Housing is in a worst condition as in the case of food and 
clothing. 


Under the pretext of military purpose the U.S. imperialists 
and the Syngman Rhee clique, far from taking any measures 
for rebuilding great numbers of war-ravaged houses, had pul- 
led down or commandeered houses with a total floor space of 
1,748,850 pyong by 1957. 


Furthermore, the Syngman Rhee clique forced the poor in 
towns to tear down their ‘box houses” on the ground that they 
“present a disgusting picture for the Americans.” Already some 
430,000 of such “box houses” have been torn down forcibly. 

Lamenting the critical housing situation, South Korean 


Box houses in South Korea 
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paper Pusan Ilbo wrote that housing shortage in South Korea 
runs more than 1,417,800, even if dugouts are counted as dwel- 
ling quarters. 

A considerable number of South Korean working people 
are living in dugouts. And those who cannot afford even such 
dugouts are helplessly roaming about the streets. 


In South Korea, houses with no electric light number 
2,818,000 or 82.2 per cent of the total number of houses. Many 
families cannot afford even a candle. 


Thus, wide sections of the South Korean population— 
workers, peasants, petty bourgeois, medium and small traders 
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and enterprisers—have been plunged into a plight with no 
parallel in history. 

Referring to the wretched situation of the South Korean 
people, Japanese paper Yomiuri Shinbun wrote: “It is strange 
how people subsist in the dark, poverty-stricken land of South 
Korea.” 


3. NORTH VS. SOUTH IN CULTURAL LIFE 


In the North where state power is in the hands of the 
masses of the working people, big strides have also been made 
in cultural life. 

The state offers the people all the conditions for receiving 
advanced education and grants them benefits in every way. 

During the period from 1954 to 1958, the Workers’ Party 
of Korea and the Government of the Republic appropriated. a 
huge sum of 32,700 million won (in old currency) for the devel- 
opment of popular education. 

By 1955, the number of schools and students had exceeded 
the level of the pre-war year 1949. 

On the basis of these achievements, universal compulsory 
primary education, the long-cherished desire of the Korean peo- 
ple, was put into practice in 1956, and in November 1958 middle 
school education was made universal. and compulsory for the 
fist time in the East. 

‘The network of higher educational institutions has been 
rapidly expanded. 

There are now 37 higher educational institutions in the 
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North where not a single university existed in the days of 
Japanese rule. 

Now, when socialist construction is surging higher, cul- 
tural and technical revolutions have been put on the order of 
the day. 

On the basis of the universal compulsory middle school 
education, preparations for compulsory technical education are 
successfully being made. 

Technical schools increased to more than 500 by Sep- 
tember 1,. 1959. 

At the beginning of the academic year for 1959-60, there 
were more than 8,000 schools of various levels with a total 
enrolment of 2,500,000, a quarter of the total population. 

Training and re-education of teachers are also actively 
proceeding in keeping with the increase of schools. In 1958, 
7,400 men and women finished teachers’ training courses of 
various levels. 

Publication of text- 
books thas also sharply 
increased. In the academ- 
ic year for 1957-58, nearly 
two times as many text- 
books as in 1949 were 
printed. 


In the Soonchun Nitrate 
Fertilizer Factory alone 140 
workers got the recommen- 
dations for entrance to in- 
stitutes of higher learning 
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Following the country’s liberation the system of giving 
stipends to students was established in the northern part of 
the country. Every month the government pays out stipends to 
the students. Moreover, the government provides the children 
of deceased revolutionaries and patriotic martyrs and those 
students who have no one to depend upon with textbooks, daily 
necessaries free of charge enabling them to pursue their study 
without any inconvenience. 

And such benefits given to the students are growing every 
year. 

In 1959 the amount of stipends paid to the students of all 
levels and to those of the cadres’ training schools increased by 
40 per cent on an average. Furthermore, on December 29, 1958, 
the government adopted a new set of regulations governing the 
issuance of government stipends and daily necessaries to the 
students. Under the new regulations, many special scholarships 
are added starting from 1959 such as Kim II Sung scholarship, 
Kim Chaik scholarship, scholarships for those with no means 
of support, temporary scholarship, special scholarships for those 
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A grand art performance of 3,000 members—“Our Glorious 
Fatherland,” an epic of music and dance (October, 1959) 


workers of special fields of the national economy studying in 
institutes of higher learning, secondary technological 
schools, schools for disabled soldiers, and technical schools. In 
addition to the regular stipends, the students with no one to 
support them receive clothing and other daily necessaries free 
of charge. 
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Mention must be made of the fact that, as of April 1959, 
the tuition fee system was completely abolished in schools of 
all levels. 


Such solicitude of the Party and government for education 
is to be seen not only in the regular educational programme 
but also in the field of adult education. Some time ago illiteracy 
was completely eliminated. The network of adult schools such 
as the working people’s schools, and working people’s middle 
schools is aiming at raising the educational level of the work- 
ing people up to that of primary and middle school graduates or 
above. For the improvement of the technical standard and scienti- 
fic knowledge. of the working people, there are correspondence 
courses, university evening courses and other technological 
courses. 

Jn the northern part of the Republic, literature and arts are 
flowering as the genuine people’s literature and arts. 

In the post-liberation years, in the northern part of the 
Republic under the correct literary and art policy of the Party, 
the new socialist literature and art progressed systematically, 
and a broad path was open for inheriting the cultural heritage 
and developing it into socialist national culture. 

Our literature and art enjoy full trust and love of the work- 
ing people who are endeavouring to build socialism, becoming 
the literature and art of the working people. 

It is not without reason that our literature and arts are 
acclaimed highly on the international arena. 

At the 6th World Youth and Student Festival held in Mos- 
cow in 1957, Korean arts were acclaimed as the arts of ‘“‘a 
genius people” and in 1959 at the Vienna Festival Korea was 
named “the land of arts” and her arts were called “golden arts.” 

That we have more than 80,000 literary and art circles in 
factories, villages and communities fully shows that literature 
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and arts are flowering among the working people of the coun- 
try. 

In sharp contrast to this, in the southern part of Korea 
there is only degradation and degeneration in the fields of ed- 
ucation and culture. 

American imperialists and Syngman Rheeites are spread- 
ing the American way of life among the people, forcing an 
okscurant policy upon the people. Today, education and culture 
in South Korea are serving most faithfully the U.S. imperial- 
ists’ policy for colonial enslavement and war, 

During the war the U.S. aggressors and the Syngman 
Rhee clique destroyed most of the schools in South Korea. 
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South Korean youth and students being press- 
ganged into the army as cannon fodder of the 
U.S. imperialists 
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Then in the post-war years many of the remaining schools have 
been converted into military barracks. 

As a result, no less than 37,986 classrooms in the schools 
of various levels were in short as of the end of April 1957. 

Even the school buildings that were left intact are old 
ones, becoming more ramshackle year by year. 

According to an_ official announcement released by the 
“department of education” of the puppet regime, in 1958 alone 
some 5,000 classrooms were made unfit for use by natural cal- 
amities. The worst of such condition was seen in Kangwon and 
North Cholla Provinces where 80 and 52 per cent of the prim- 
ary school classrooms respectively were labeled as unfit for use. 

To “remedy” such situation the Syngman Rhee clique decid- 
ed to use tents for classrooms, operating on 3 or 4 shifts a day 
and admitting as many as 118 pupils to one class on an average. 
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Yet, the Syngman Rhee clique are closing down schools 
under various “laws and regulations’ such as “closure of 
unauthorized schools,” ‘5-year plan for reorganization of univer- 
sities,” “standard requirement in buildings and facilities of 
middle and thigh schools.” Great numbers of students are 
driven out of schools and every year the number admitted to 
schools is decreasing. 

As a result, there are more than one million children who 
are kept away from school. And no less than 70 per cent of 
the total population is illiterate—the highest illiteracy figure in 
the world. (Haptong Tongshin, June 28, 1959) 

The anti-popular educational policy pursued by the U.S. 
imperialists and Syngman Rhee clique is also to be seen in 
turning the schools into a racketeering ground. 

In April 1959—a new school year—the Syngman Rhee 
clique pocketed some 36,122,430,000 hwan of “contributions” 
from students. The amount was 31 per cent of the total money 
ia circulation in South Korea. 

The primary school in Keumbyuk, Kongjoo County, South 
Choongchung Province, had only 6 graduates in 1958. Nothing 
is more illustrative than this in showing how few children in 
South Korea get a chance to study because of the evil schemes 
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of the U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rhceeites to turn the 
schools into a fertile ground for racketeers. According to Tong- 
yung Tongshin, in tne 1958 school year there were 42,600 less 
applicants than the number set for admittance to middle 
schools, while 7,565 more applicants were needed to fill up the 
set number to be admitted to higher schools. 

The anti-popular education in South Korea is out and out 
colonial enslavement education, meant to imbue the students 
with reactionary ideas. 


Unable to check the anti-U.S. and anti-Syngman Rhee 
feeling among the South Korean youth and students who are 
struggling against the colonial enslavement education and who 
are evading the conscription to Syngman Rhee’s army, the U.S. 
aggressors and Syngman Rheeites came out with what they 
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called “moral education’ and “living education.” What they 
are driving at is making the young generation meekly sub- 
missive by attaching the feudalist moral conceptions to the mod- 
ern ageressive policy. 

The purpose of this “moral education” is to make the peo- 
ple submit to the U.S. colonial, aggressive policy and praise 
capitalism. And they attempt to paint ‘cooperation between 
labour and capital” for the benefit of exploiters as “moral.” 


Then under the label of “living education” they justify the 
struggle for existence. To them the principles of “survival of 
the fittest,” and “dog eats dog” are most reasonable and just. 
With the “moral education” and “living education,” they preach 
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slave-like submission to the aggressors and class compromise to 
justify the U.S. aggression in South Korea. They attempt to 
paralyse the noble patriotism and class consciousness of the 
people, justifying their exploitation and suppression of the 
working people as a “logical” result of the struggle for ex- 
istence, 

Along with this colonial enslavement educational policy, the 
reactionary American cultural policy and the American way of 
life play an important role in the aggressive U.S. policy. 


The underlying current of culture, art, and social science in 
South Korea is the praise of imperialism, war provocation, 
preaching on cosmopolitanism and existentialism. 


Pragmatism, neo-Malthusian theory and war philosophy rule 
the scientific field while existentialism and modernism dominate 
the sphere of literature and art. All these “ideas” and many 
others together with the vicious “anti-Soviet” and “anti-Com- 
munist” propaganda and war instigating literature are the 
ideological instruments serving the aggressive U.S. policy. 

Thus, in South Korea the most degenerated and reactionary 
things are worshipped and debauchery and crimes are the 
generally accepted code of behavior. 

It is not accidental, therefore, that as a result of the Ameri- 
can way of life which has penerated into South Korea stimulat- 
ing peripheral nerves and rousing passion, South Korean dailies 
are filled with crime stories. The consequence of the U.S. colonial 
cbscurant policy is to be seen also in publication. 


In North Korea culture is flourishing and more newpapers, 
magazines and books are being printed. Copies of books printed 
in 1957 were 13 times that in 1946 and 3 times that in 1953. 


But in South Korea in 1958 alone the U.S. imperialists and 
Syngman Rhee clique banned 75 periodicals. And the strict 
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control on speech and the press together with the declining 
purchasing power of the people brought about the decrease in the 
number of publications. Even according to the statistics released 
by the “department of education” of the puppet Rhee regime, 
copies of new books published in 1957 were no more than one 
book for every nine person who can read. From 2,000 to 5,000 
copies of a work at maximum were printed but even these were 
not sold out. 

Indeed there is the difference of light and darkness be- 
tween North and South Korea. In the North, hundreds of thou- 
sands of books are being published, yet they are insufficient 
to satisfy the requirements of the reading world. 

South Korea is disease-ridden as a result of the extreme 
poverty and the reactionary social system. However, in the 
North, thanks to the popular public health policy, the working 
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people receive free medical treatment and prophylactic service. 

Therefore, their health conditions are continuously improv- 
itig. 

Contrary to this, public health organs in South Korea under 
the rule of the U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rhee clique are 
getting profit, far from serving the interests of the people. If a 
worker gets sick in South Korea there is very little he can do 
about it. And if he gets critically ill, there is nothing for him 
but to die. 

Even according to the South Korean press, millions of 
seriously ill patients including 2,100,000 cases of tuberculosis, 
200,000 lepers and more than 140,000 children afflicted with 
polio have no place to turn for help. 

How the general health condition of the people is aggravat- 
ing under the brutal exploitation and anti-popular public health 
policy of the U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rheeites is to be 
seen in the press reports of South Korea. Compared with 
1956, as of August 1958 children in Seoul had lost on an 
average in weight: 13-age boys 3.3 kg; 13-age girls 0.5 kg; 
16-age boys 1.1 kg; 16-age girls 2.8 kg. Chest of boys and 
girls shrank 3.2 cenlimetres and 1.8 centimetres respectively. 

Now the South Korean society has literally been turned 
into a living hell in which only darkness and death reign. The 
Scuth Korean magazine Daybreak said that the South Korean 
society was in the third stage of tuberculosis, facing imminent 
death and that it had reached the depth of chaos and decay. 
The magazine added that the U.S. colonial rule and the puppet 
Syngman Rhee regime are on the verge of ruin. 


x * « 


Though 14 years have elapsed since the Korean people were 
liberated from the yoke of Japanese imperialism and 6 years 
have passed since the armistice was concluded, Korea has not 
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yet been unified owing to the U.S. enslavement policy in South 
Korea. 

In the North, a socialist paradise on earth is being built 
and the people’s life is flourishing. But the South has been 
turned into a dark land of bankruptcy, poverty, starvation, non- 
rights, degeneration and confusion and a prison for the people. 

That our country still remains divided and the South Kore- 
an people are undergoing untold sufferings and misery is 
entirely attributable to the U.S. occupation of South Korea. 

Therefore, the Korean people strongly demand the im- 
mediate withdrawal of the U.S. imperialists from South Korea 
and are energetically struggling to achieve the peaceful .unifi- 
cation of the country. 

Today, the entire Korean people are well aware that the 
acceleration of socialist construction in the North will be a 
material guarantee for the peaceful unification of the country. 
They also understand that it is the only way for them 
to rehabilitate the destroyed South Korean national economy 
and save the ruined living of the people. Therefore, the people 
in the North are bringing about constant innovation and ad- 
vancing on a winged horse. 

It is quite obvious what the sharp contrast between 
North and South Korea will bring. 

The South Korean pecple witnessing the realities of the 
present are demanding such people’s government as in North 
Korea. They are struggling vigorously against the reactionary 
Tule of the U.S. imperialists and Syngman Rhee clique. The 
anti-U.S. and anti-Rhee sentiment of the people of all walks 
of life is surging ever higher recently in South Korea. 

However vicious the scheme of the enemy to oppose peace 
and the national unification of the Korean people may be, the 
Korean people will achieve without fail the country’s peaceful 
unification. 
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